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The 25 Most Important
American Craft Beers Ever

Brewed

With more than 5,000 breweries, some of which produce dozens of different é 2 »
il " beers every year, America is home to the largest and most diverse beer culture in <: _‘:f ¥
. ‘ the world. But as exciting new beers appear weekly in bars and on specialty shop z .4

shelves, we shouldn't forget their forebears: the brews that spawned, defined g?

and advanced the craft beer movement, made by the influential brewers who ¥

brought our country from a low of less than 100 breweries in 1978 to where we o - ARG

are today. rE55as

25) lthaca Flower Power IPA

The modern American IPA evolved on the West Coast, where the vast majority of
hops were grown and new varieties were being cultivated. East Coast IPAs rarely
showed the same oomph as their West Coast brethren. But in 2004, Ithaca Beer
Co's Jeff O'Neil changed that with Flower Power. "It was recognized as one of the
first West Coast-style IPAs brewed here in the Northeast,” says Gregg Stacy,
Ithaca’s director of marketing and sales. “Flower Power captured the true power
of the hop flower (the origin of the name) with its clover honey hue, lush floral
flavor and robust fruity aroma from numerous hop additions in the kettle, as
well as dry-hopping.” After leaving Ithaca years later, O'Neil cemented his leg-
endary status producing award-winning brews for another New York brewery,

Peekskill Brewery.

A proud honor bestowed upon us by Food & Wine magazine - Ithaca Flower Power was voted 25th Most
Important Craft Beer Ever Brewed. The vote drew from more than 5,000 breweries and identified brands
that spawned, defined and advanced the craft beer movement, made by the influential brewers who brought
our country from a low of less than 100 breweries in 1978 to where we are today.

The voting base was comprised of 21 experts from across the American beer scene, including legendary
brewers like Sierra Nevada's Ken Grossman and Boston Beer’s Jim Koch, industry representatives like the
Brewers Association’s Julia Herz and veteran beer writers like Aaron Goldfarb and Joshua Bernstein.

See the full article at www.foodandwine.com/beer/craft-beer/25-most-important-
american-craft-beers-ever-brewed#25)-Ithaca-Flower-Power-IPA
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